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FACULTY SENATE
October 13, 1986
1368

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.

The minutes of the Faculty Meeting of September 22 should be numbered 1366.

2.

Comments from Vice President and Provost Martin.

3.

Announcement of Professor Emeritus status for John F. Aldrich, Department
of Teaching; Donald L. Hanson, Department of Educational Administration and
Counseling; Howard J. Thompson, Department of History.

CALENDAR
4.

423 Request that the Senate approve the courses submitted by the General
Education Committee to fulfill the 47-hour General Education requirements and
recommend the package to the University Faculty. (See Appendix A) Approved
motion to docket in regular order for consideration at today's meeting.
Docket 363.

NEW/OLD BUSINESS
5.

Elected the following individuals to serve on the committee to study the
desirability and feasibility of reorganizing the academic units of the
University. W. Anderson, Business; L. Brown, Education; J. Chadney, S & SR;
J. Harrington, CHFA; P. Patton, Ed. & St. Services; P. Rider, NS.

6.

Update on revising Senate By-laws.

DOCKET
7.

423 363 Request that the Senate approve the courses submitted by the
General Education Committee to fulfill the 47-hour General Education
requirements and recommend the package to the University Faculty. Approved
motion to amend by retitling category II to Fine Arts, Literature, Philosophy
and Religion; by retitling liB to Literature, Philosophy and Religion, by
adding to liB Religions of the World and by amending ~he statement of
Philosophy and Rationale to reflect title changes and to incorporate the
language proposed in Professor Thakur's memorandum. Approved main motion
as amended.

1--------------------------------------------------------------'
The Senate was called to order at 3:30 p.m. on October 13, 1986, in the Board Room
of Gilchrist Hall by Chairperson Boots.
Present: Baum, Boots, Chadney, Doody, Duncan, Erickson, Glenn, Goulet, Henderson,
Intemann, Kelly, Krogmann, McCormick, Peterson, Ritchie, Roman in, Story, Hood,
Yoder, Amend(~ officio).
Absent:

none.

Members of the press were requested to identify themselves. Anne Ph ill ips of the
Haterloo Courier and Elizabeth Bingham of the Northern Iowan were in attendance.
ANNOUNCEHENTS
1. Please note that the University Faculty Minutes of September 22 should be
numbered 1366.
2.

Vice President and Provost Martin rose to address the Senate.

"It is gratifying to hear comments from individual faculty about the improving
caliber and preparation of our new students. \.Je expect a continuation of this trend.
"We don't know what the next session of the General Assembly will do on capital
appropriations but our top priorities are funding for remodeling of Latham Hall
(for Earth Science and Home Economics), remodeling of Wright Hall (Math and
Computer Science) and a fourth floor for the Rod Library.
"I commend the General Education Committee's proposal to you. It impresses me
as an excellent program. It probably doesn't correspond precisely to the
utopian model of any one of the 600 plus members of the faculty, but it is a
remarkable accomplishment and the committee deserves our support. Their work
is even more impressive than that of the u.s. Congress in passing a tax reform
bill, which is also something of a political miracle and which nobody regards
as perfect either. There will be a strong statement forthcoming of administrative
support for the program in terms of enrollment impact and faculty recognition
for general education course instruction."
3. The Chair announced that Professor Emeritus status had been granted to the
following individuals: John F. Aldrich, Department of Teaching; Donald L.
Hanson, Department of Educational Administration and Counseling; Howard J.
Thompson, Department of History.
CALENDAR
4. The Chair informed the Senate that the General Education Committee had begun
their work in the fall semester of 1984 after receiving the charge from the Senate
to make a recommendation to that body. The Committee's work began in the fall of
1984 meeting with the Senate, holding hearings and meetings with colleges and
departments. On September 23, 1985, the Senate accepted and approved the rationale
as presented by the General Education Committee. On January 27, 1986, the Senate
considered a proposed General Education Program and approved a 47-hour program
which was then submitted to the faculty. On February 3, 1986, the faculty approved
the proposed General Education Program. Since that time the Committee has been
deliberating on the courses that would comprise the General Education Program.
On April 28, 1986, the rationale and philosophy statement for the courses in
General Education were approved. At this meeting the Senate will be considering
the actual courses. The next and final step is a meeting of the Senate on
October 27 to consider the administrative issues involved in implementing the
General Education Program.
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423 Request that the Senate approve the courses submitted by the General
Education Committee to fulfill the 47-hour General Education requirements and
recommend the package to the University Faculty. (See Appendix A).
Goulet moved, McCormick seconded to docket for consideration at today's meeting.
Motion passed. Docket 363.
NEW/OLD BUSINESS
5. Balloting for membership on the committee to study the desirability and
feasibility of reorganizing the acadenic units of the University was held. The
following individuals were elected to serve on that committee: Wylie Anderson,
Business; Leander Brown, Education; James Chadney, Social and Behavioral Sciences;
Judith Harrington, Humanities and Fine Arts; Phil Patton, Educational and Student
Services; Paul Rider, Natural Sciences.
6. The Chair updated the Senate on revision of the Senate By-laws. The Chair
indicated that Senators Kelly and Doody had volunteered to serve, and with the
assistance of Professors Paul Rider and Judith Harrington the first draft has
been prepared. This draft will be revised and a final document will be brought
to the Senate for its consideration in the near future.
DOCKET
7. 363 423 Request that the Senate approve the courses submitted by the
General Education Committee to fulfill the 47-hour General Education requirement
and recommend the package to the University Faculty.
In reviewing parlimentary procedure the Chair indicated that guests of the Senate
have the right of discussion but that the senators will have first priority for
the floor. She reminded individuals that they should limit themselves to two (2)
speaking opportunities on a single issue and that they may not speak on the
same issue for a second time if other individuals have not been recognized.
She asked the members to place a voluntary limit of three (3) minutes on the
duration of their speeches.
Goulet moved, McCormick seconded, that the Senate recommend the proposal of the
General Education Committee to the general faculty for the November faculty
meeting.
Professor Darrel Davis rose to address the Senate. Davis read the following
statement prepared by the General Education Committee.
"The proposed general education program is the result of the hard work and
cooperation of departments, colleges, and individual faculty members at UNI.
Constructive changes were recommended for the rationale and philosophy statements.
Some departments and colleges developed new courses that are appropriate for
general education. Hany departments resisted the temptation to submit all of
their existing courses for the new program. Faculty members also accepted with
good grace the committee's decisions not to include some good proposed courses
that we considered inappropriate for general education. The University General
Education Committee expresses its appreciation and thanks for the hard work and
cooperation of our colleagues."
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Professor Davis pointed out that the courses in Category III which are four
hours in length contain a lab component. Referring to Section V, Section C, he
pointed out that the two additional courses of "Introduction to Statistical
Hethods" and "Introduction to Mathematical Modeling" may fulfill this category
based on criteria established by the Mathematics Department that students are
capable of achieving beyond the level of the course "Mathematics and Dec is ion
Making."
Chadney moved, Krogmann seconded, to amend dte title of Category II to read
"Fine Arts, Literature, Philosophy and Religion" and for subheading B to read
"Literature, Philosophy and Religion" and to amend Category liB by adding a third
course, "Religions of the World," 3 hours, and that the statement of philosophy
and rationale be amended to reflect the amended category title and to
incorporate the language proposed in Professor Thakur's memorandum.
Professor Crownfield stated that amending the rationale language does not change
the agenda of the category but says how to accomplish the same agenda in a
different way.
Professor Baughman indicated that he had three reservations with this proposal:
(1) this matter does not have the benefit of consideration of other departments
who submitted courses in this category; (2) he is not persuaded that it strengthens
the general education program and stated that perhaps it may weaken the cohesiveness
of the program; (3) he wondered if it was possible for the proposal to receive
additional consideration and if it could be referred back to the General Education
Committee or deferred until the meeting of the entire faculty.
Senator Krogmann stated that the General Education Committee had discussed
"Religions of the World" extensively but did not deal with finding the appropriate
category for this course. She stated she felt it was appropriate for the
Senate to act on this now so that the course could go fontard with the entire
package to the University Faculty.
Senator Wood, a member of the General Education Committee, stated that she did not
believe further study by the General Education Committee would result in additional
enlightenment on the subject.
Professor Thakur rose to address the Senate identifying three items he would
like to discuss. (1) He apologized to the Department of English and others
that there was not more time available to consider this issue. He pointed out
the final decision on the courses were not made until October 3. (2) He stated
he felt there was no doubt that the addition of the course strengthens the
General Education program as a whole as well as the specific category. (3) He
stated that the General Education Committee never doubted the value of this
course but was unsure as to the proper location of the course in this program.
Professor Reineke stated that philosophy and religion courses approached the same
topic from different perspectives. She indicated that "Religions of the World"
tries to address the parochial and prejudicial beliefs of our current students in
an attempt to develop a respect for pluralism.
Question on the motion was called.

The motion to amend passed.
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Senator Story stated that it may be necessary to add a stipulation concerning
the one hour laboratory requirement in Category III.
Professor Hoff indicated that he was opposed to adding a lab requirement. 4e
stated there is no evidence of force feeding a lab course making any significant
difference in the life of students. He stated that the impact on resources needs
to be fully studied. He felt if we could not offer support for quality labs,
then it was a mistake to have this requirement.
Senator Krogmann stated that she felt the lab requirement was worthwhile but
pointed out that the College of Natural Sciences indicates they will need four
and one-half additional staff to fulfill the requirements of the lab and capstone
courses.
Senator Intemann stated that in Physics the lab as a component has been a valuable
addition to the course as it reinforces the lecture component.
Professor Longnecker stated that the previous comments raise questions on
implementation. He stated he was concerned at not having information such as
dates of implementation, lab requirements, staffing needs, etc., while we are
discussing the courses themselves. He stated he would like to see the discussion
completed but the motion tabled until the next meeting when the administrative
areas can be discussed and the whole package can be reviewed at the same time.
Senator Goulet stated he had to trust that the statement of the administration
that they strongly support the General Education program means that they will
facilitate its administration. He stated he felt the two components can stand
alone and that perhaps it was better that they be considered separately.
The Chair questioned the General Education Committee concerning the inclusion
of the one-hour lab.
Professor Davis pointed out that in the philosophy and rationale statement on
page four there is the phrase "should have at least one hour of lab experience."
He stated this indicates that students do need a lab experience as part of
their General Education program.
Senator Baum stated that she was bothered by the fact that the proposed new
courses for General Education have not been reviewed by the Curriculum Committee.
She inquired what would happen if the Curriculum Committee felt that they should
not approve a course; but, because of prior approvals by the Faculty Senate and
the faculty, felt themselves to be backed into a corner and forced to approve.
Assistant _Vice President Geadelmann, Chair of the Curriculum Committee, stated
that she expected all courses will go through the normal curricular process.
At each stage there is the opportunity to review and modify as needed. She did
not expect rejections but stated there was the opportunity for review and
modification.
Senator Krogmann stated that departments and colleges have been actively
involved in the entire process and therefore assumed that course approvals
would go smoothly.
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Professor Crownfield stated it was his impression that approval by the General
Education Committee did not mean final approval but meant if offered, the course
should be available for General Education credit. He pointed out that it is the
responsibility of the Curriculum Committee to decide if the course should be
offered at all.
Senator Duncan inquired if there were any questions relative to the possible
inclusion of a requirement of an American history course. Professor Whitnah
indicated that the Department of History is satisfied with the program as it
is.
Duncan moved, Baum seconded, to table until the next Senate meeting.
defeated.
Question on the motion as amended was called.
passed.
Chadney moved, Henderson seconded, to adjourn.

Motion was

The motion as amended
Motion passed.

The Senate adjourned at 4:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip Patton
Secretary
These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or protests
are filed with the secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this date
Thursday, October 23, 1986.
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APPENDIX A

•

GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
PROPOSED COURSES
OCTOBER 3, 1986
I.

II.

11 hours

CIVILIZATIONS AND CULTURES

IV.

A.

HUMANITIES (8 hours required)
1. Humanities I, 4 hours
2. Humanities II, 4 hou~s

B.

NON-WESTERN CULTURES (3 hours required)
1. Latin America, 3 hours
2 • . · China, 3 hours
3. India, 3 hours
4. Middle East, 3 hours
5. Africa, 3 hours
6. Native South and Central America, 3 hours
1. Native North America, 3 hours
8. Japan, 3 hours
9. Russia/Soviet Union, 3 hours

B.

FINE ARTS (3 hours required)
1. Visual Perceptions, 3 hours
2. Visual Inventions, 3 hours
3. The Theatrical Arts and Society, 3 hours
4. The Arts and Human Experience, 3 hours
5. Survey of Dance History, 3 hours
6. Our Musical Heritage, 3 hours
1. Music of Our Time, 3 hours

B.

SPHERE I (3 or 4 hours required)
1. Activity Based Science I,• 4 hours
2. Bioenergetics, 3 bours
3. Conceptual Physics,• 3 hours
4. Ele~nts of Physics, 3 hours
5. Physical Geology,• 4 hours
6. Principles of Chemistry,• 4 hours
SPHERE II (3 or 4 hours required)
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
1.

Activity Based Science II,• 4 hours
Astronomy, 3 hours
Biosphere,• 3 or 4 hours
Elements of Weather, 3 hours
Human Origins, 3 hours
Life Through Time, 3 hours
Physical Geography,• 3 or 4 hours

VI.
Prereq.
Sphere I
1 or 6
3, 4 or 6
2, 3, 4 or 6
3, 4 or 6
5
2 or 5
3, 4 or 6

Sphere II
completed,
Jr. or Sr.

A.

GROUP A
l; Introduction to Psychology~-3 hours
2. Principles of Sociology, 3 hours
3. Culture, Nature, and Society, 3 hours
4. Human Identity and Relationships, 3 hours
5. Human Geography, 3 hours

B.

GROUP B
1. American Government in a Comparative
Perspective, 3 hours
2. Economics for General Education, 3 hours
3. American Civilization, 3 hours
4. World Geography, 3 hours
5. World Politics, 3 hours

c.

GROUP C
1. Social Welfare: A World View, 3 hours
2. Women, Hen, and Society, 3 hours
3. American Racial Minorities, 3 hours

COMMUNICATION ESSENTIALS
A.

WRITING AND READING (3 hours required)
1. Introduction to College Writing, 3 hours

B.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING (3 hours required)
1. Oral Communication, 3 hours

C.

QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES AND
UNDERSTANDING (3 hours required)
1. Mathematics in Decision Haking, 3 hours

9 hours

NATURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

A.

v.

LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY (3 hours required)
1. Introduction to Literature, 3 hours
2. Philosophy: Basic Questions, 3 hours

CAPSTONE (2 hours required)
1. Environment, Technology,
and Society, 2 hours

SOCIAL SCIENCE
(Required: one course from group A, one course
from Group B, and one course from Group A, B,
or C. The courses selected may not have the
same course number prefix.)

6 hours

FINE ARTS, LITERATURE, AND PHILOSOPHY

A.

. III.

C.

PERSONAL WELLNESS
1. Personal Wellness, 3 hours
TOTAL

9 hours

9 hours

3 hours

47 hours

========

